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A WORD FROM THE DEVELOPER

From Leigh and the Team at Hopper Developments

Auckland Under Pressure

 It seems daily, magazines or newsletters (including this one) feature the Auckland 
building crisis. The reasons for exorbitant residential house or land prices are many 
and is well articulated. The outlook for this sector is not so easy. Needless to say it has 
a bearing on the fortunes of the regions which is of particular interest to us. 

I recently made an effort to take a look around inner city residential housing including 
apartments, some free standing homes and terraced housing. This was part of 
a personal forward planning exercise where fundamentally I am planning to get 

out from under the feet of our executive team in Orewa and kick back a little. In doing so I intend to build a permanent 
residence at Whitianga over the next two years. (I find the lure of the Coromandel east coast and Mercury Islands 
irresistible and at 62 it’s time). This would involve a rationalisation of existing property i.e., sell large Orewa house, I just 
built a new canal front house at Marsden Cove, keep the family bach at Pauanui Waterways and perhaps purchase a pad in 
the city to facilitate the urge to pester the team at the office on occasions. 

What I find in Auckland is simply not reconcilable in terms of value. For example a three level three bedroom apartment 
in Takapuna, nice but 17 years old and hefty body corporate fees…vendors expectation…. $2.6m. Compare this to a 
new waterfront villa we have just released at Pauanui being larger and complete with private beach, 18m jetty and boat 
ramp for $1.65m. Even after giving cognisance to recent extreme drivers behind Auckland property (foreign speculators, 
immigration, supply constraints and regulatory deficiencies) it is hard to fathom that someone will pay these heady prices. 
That’s the market I guess. Interestingly, the agent for that particular apartment anticipated a sale within a week….three 
weeks later I note it is still for sale. 

Back to the outlook. Perhaps Auckland has had its run and there is now resistance to further upward prices. In which case 
I suggest look to the regions. Historical value relationships between city and regional property defines regional property as 
“exceptional good value”. Now may be an exceptional time to invest in the regions and gain a better lifestyle in the move. 
Have we got a deal for you!

Managing Director
Leigh Hopper
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MARSDEN COVE UPDATE

THE ANCHORAGE

EVENTS

HOUSEKEEPING

CONSTRUCTION NEW STAGE RELEASE

Initial duplexes in The Anchorage are for independent 
living being the first build in the retirement village on the 
waterfront at Marsden Cove.  To register your interest visit 
the ‘Retirement’ page of our website: 
http://www.marsdencove.co.nz/retirement/ A month has not gone by without some activity happening 

on the water - Snake Bank Challenge, Beach and Boat 
Fishing Competition, Marsden Cove Marlin Classic, 
Marsden Cove Route 66 Yacht Race, NZ Offshore Power 
Boat Racing and Chicks @ the Chicks early April. 

The Fishing Club runs many events from Marsden Cove, 
some for the children.  If you would like more information, 
call in to the club Friday afternoon to talk about joining.

The 2017 Art Exhibition and Workshop was a huge 
success and plans are well underway for next year’s 
exhibition.

Market Sunday in the Marquee at Marsden Cove is a 
popular monthly outing, fresh veges, plants, various 
goodies and a good catch up with the neighbours is well 
supported.

We are planning the Mid-Winter Christmas Function for 
owners in Marsden Cove, more information will follow.

Marsden Cove continues to attract people who want to live the ultimate waterfront lifestyle and leave the bustle of the city.  
Locals are taking advantage of the active sellers’ market and purchasing sections to build a new home or looking at the 
homes on the market within Marsden Cove to own.  

Scallop season may be finished and day light savings over, but building has not ceased and is at an all-time high in Marsden 
Cove, the landscape is changing weekly.  Stage 3 now sold out and building has started on the first two new homes. Only 
5 sections remain in Stage 4A, the new release of Stage 5 waterfront and non waterfront sites has kept our sales staff very 
busy.  Stage 5 has created interest as this means the continuation of new canal. Waitemata Drive becomes a cul de sac and 
the new road heading towards the rear of the new Anchorage Retirement Village will be the new link road. 

March celebrated our first Marsden Cove Neighbours Day, an event organised by the neighbours to meet and greet new 
and old within Marsden Cove. The Neighbourhood Support Group is well established, if you require any information, please 
contact the Sales Office. Marsden Cove Owners - we are planning our Mid Winter Christmas Dinner – details to come. 

Reminder on the speed limits within the Marina.  The 
Harbourmaster is able to issue infringement notices if 
they have photographic evidence of those who don’t show 
any regard for the ‘no wake’ requirement in the marina 
and channel. 

Now is a good time to check your jetty, remove all oysters, 
check rollers, remove or repair buffers on your jetty that 
need repair.

Our team is available at our new Sales Office at Marsden 
Cove 7 days per week, call in for a chat.

The road can now be seen for Stage 4 - the construction 
team are working long hours to ensure work is completed 
before the onset of the wetter months.  Boat ramps 
are becoming a ‘must have’ for many building in Stage 
2 now owning their own boat ramp plus jetty.  Stage 5 
construction will include boat ramps on most right of ways 
sections.  If you have not seen the Stage 5 new release, 
now is a good time to discuss with the Sales Staff.  

Stage 5 pre sale 
options available now! 
2 waterfront sections 
already sold. Next 3 
sold get a free jetty 
worth $50,000

For more information 
enquire today.  

From team at Marsden Cove: 
Brian, Christine, Sue and Paea.

 FOR SALE  UNDER CONTRACT
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WHITIANGA WATERWAYS UPDATE

NZMCA

MARLIN WATERS

CONSTRUCTION

EVENTS

From the team at Whitianga Waterways: Peter, Katrina, Gaye and Penny.

Whitianga Scallop Festival – 16th September 2017 
Sure to be another great event not to be missed – tickets 
will be available in May.

We are really happy how this development is coming 
along. With the hot summer coming to an end, we have 
been able to start with some of the landscaping which is 
coming along well. 

We now have 9 units occupied and a further two residents 
due to move in this month. Cove and their large team are 
in the process of constructing a further 8 units.

Kupe Drive Extension – (stage 8)
This stage is nearing completion with the road sealed and 
footpath going in. These Lots have been popular with their 
close proximity to the town, supermarkets and school.

Grand Canal
Waterways are nearly complete on one of its largest canal 
constructions. This work which started in mid-2016 will 
see the completion of the Endeavour Quay Island, Marlin 
Waters and the canal flowing under the Joan Gaskell 
Bridge. The hotel and retail site will also be completed 
ready for future development which will include new 
residential lots. The rock wall is nearly complete and we 
expect to open it up to the rest of the canal network in 
September.

New Zealand Motor Caravan Association - Parking
This new parking, which is situated near the Waterways 
and within close proximity to the town, is proving to be 
very popular.  Any member of The New Zealand Motor 
Caravan Association can park up and enjoy a 
few nights stay.

We have had a great summer here in Whitianga and visitors have continually poured into the Mercury Bay Area.
Trip Advisor has rated us 2nd in the country as a place to visit which has contributed to the amount of visitors in town.
The Summer Concert held on Anniversary weekend was a great success with around 14,000 people attending. Organisers 
are already scouting around for next year’s performers – watch this space!

We still require an operator for our Floating Cafe situated 
on The Waterways. For more information or to enquire 
contact: Peter Abrahamson: peter@hoppers.co.nz, 027 
498 4405. Check out our Trade Me Listing #: 1258395880
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PAUANUI WATERWAYS UPDATE

THE QUAYS - VILLA 3

EVENTS

IN HOUSE

It was great to see everyone out on the water this summer and enjoying the sunshine. A lot of canal properties changed 
hands over this busy period with the average age group for new owners now being mid 50’s. It is also very pleasing to see 
that more owners are becoming permanent residents choosing to make Pauanui Waterways their home. On that note a big 
Welcome to all new owners, we hope to see you at this year’s AGM/Drinks/Dinner (date to be advised). 

The increase in property values in Pauanui is a reflection of the property market being more active than previous years.  
Recent sales of canal houses have been around $1.7m to $3.2m. Prices on the last remaining 14 Stage 3 canal sections were 
increased at the beginning of March with canal sections now starting at $820,000 with the majority of the remaining sections 
priced at $900,000, and two prime sites at $2.5m. With steady sales over summer there are approx 10 houses planned for 
building on stage 3.

Villa 3 will be open for viewing on the weekends (Saturday & Sunday: 11.00am - 3.00pm) or by request, contact Talei for 
more information -  talei@hoppers.co.nz or 027 497 3095. Villa 3 is priced to sell at $1,650,00 and features 4 bedrooms, 2 
lounges, 3.5 bathrooms, open plan living and dining, 18m mooring, share of boat ramp and private beach. Keep an eye out 
on social media for our virtual walk through coming soon!

It was great to see the Beach Hop cars come through 
Pauanui again this year. The event was another huge 
success for the local areas with more participants than 
previous years. 

Music in the Park was another great day for those who 
attended. Members of the community were able to 
reconnect after a busy summer whilst enjoying a classic 
summer picnic.

John Beck and Gary Guernier resigned as Directors of the 
Management Co in January 2017.  We thank both John 
and Gary for all of their hard work over the years and wish 
them all the best. The date for this year’s Management Co 
AGM is to be finalised – we will notify you as soon as the 
date and venue is set.

From Talei and the team at Pauanui Waterways


